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Prophet Muhammad
(Blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)

A Business Person

Before embarking on his mission of Dawah, Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
was engaged in trade. He worked for his wife Khadijah (R.A) and collaborated with his uncle Abu Taalib in Greater Syria.
He actively participated in the markets of Majannah and Ukaaz during Jaahiliyyah where merchants gathered to trade their goods.
(Extracted and summarized from Sirat Ibn Hisham and Al-Tabagat Al-Kubra)
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Disclosing Defects

The Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) instructed the
traders to be righteous & honest in their dealings.

It was narrated that Hakeem ibn Hizaam (may Allah be pleased with him)
said: The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
said: "The two parties to a transaction have the option (of canceling it) until
they part. If they are honest and disclose any defects, their transaction will
be blessed, but if they lie and conceal defects, the blessing of their
transaction will be erased.”

[Sahih Al-Bukhari, Chapter: To explain the good and bad points of the transaction]
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Accepting Cancellation
of a Transaction

The Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) advised people to
accept cancellation from the buyer if he expresses the desire to do so.

It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: The
Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “"Whoever
lets a Muslim off (a transaction), Allah will relieve him of his distress on the
Day of Resurrection.”

[Sunan Ibn Majah, Chapter: Letting someone off]
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Paying Dueson Time

Islam instructs employers and debtors to pay their dues on time.

Ibn Maajah narrated that 'Abd-Allah ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with him)
said: The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said:
"Give the worker his wages before his sweat dries."

[Sunan Ibn Majah, Chapter; Wages of workers]

Allah's Messenger (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said,
“Procrastination (delay) in repaying debts by a wealthy person is injustice.”

[Sahih Al-Bukhari, Chapter; Procrastination (delay) in repaying debts by a wealthy
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Lenience & Generosity
in Business Dealings

The Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) used to
encourage people to be tolerant and easy-going in their business dealings.

It was narrated from Jaabir ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him)
that the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
said: "May Allah have mercy upon a man who is lenient when he sells,
buys, and demands the repayment of loans."

[Sahih Al-Bukhari, Chapter: One should be lenient and generous in
bargaining.]
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Reliance Upon Allah

One should seek Allah's blessings in business endeavors by relying on
Him and aligning his actions and intentions with the principles of Islam.

Narrated by Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him): |
heard the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon
him) say: “If you were to rely upon Allah with the reliance He is due, He
would provide for you just as He provides for the birds, who go forth
hungry in the morning and return with full bellies at dusk."

[Jami' Al-Tirmidhi, Chapter: About Reliance Upon Allah]
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Putting Contracts
in Writing

Islam encourages believers to document the financial transactions they
undertake to protect the rights of the respective contracting parties.

"0 you who believe, when you transact a debt payable at a specified time,

put it in writing and let a scribe write it between you with fairness. A
scribe should not refuse to write as Allah has educated him. He, therefore,

should write." [Al-Baqgarah: 282]
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Fulfilling Contracts

Strict adherence to all permissible provisions and conditions that have been
mutually agreed upon is mandatory, and all parties must observe and fulfill them.

"0 you who believe! Fulfill the contracts.”
[Al-Maidah: 01]

Narrated by Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him): The Messenger of
Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said, "There are three signs
of a hypocrite: When he speaks, he lies; when he makes a promise, he breaks
it; and when he is trusted, he betrays the trust.”

[Sahih Al-Bukhari, Chapter: Signs of a Hypocrite]
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Allowing aLittle More
During Weighing

The Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
encouraged people to give a little more when weighing.

It was narrated that Suwayd ibn Qais (may Allah be pleased with
him) said: The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be
upon him) saw a man who weighed things for a fee, and the
Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said
to him: "Weigh and add a little more to it."

[Jami' Al-Tirmidhi, Chapter: What has been related about giving
more in weights]
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Prohibition of Riba

The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
cursed the one who consumes Riba and the one who pays it, the one
who writes it down, and the two who witness it, and he said: "They
are all equal”

[Sahih Muslim, Chapter: Cursing the one who consumes Riba and the
one who pays it]
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Investing in Charity

Spending in the way of Allah leads to the redistribution of wealth, fostering
economic stability and social equity. The Prophet (blessings and peace of
Allah be upon him) emphasized on giving out charity to earn Allah's blessings.
It was narrated from Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Allah
said:

‘Spend, O son of Adam, and | shall spend on you."

[Sahih Al-Bukhari, Chapter: The superiority of providing for one's family]
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[
The Right Intention

Every business endeavor undertaken should be led by the right intentions
and should be done for the sake of Allah.

It was narrated from Isma'il bin Ubaid bin Rifa'ah, from his father, that his
grandfather Rifa'ah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: | went out with
the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) towards
the Place of Prayer and he witnessed some people who were trading. He
called them: “O merchants!" and when they looked up and craned their
necks, he said: “The merchants will be raised on the Day of Resurrection as
immoral people, apart from those who fear Allah and act righteously and
speak the truth (i.e. those who are honest)."

[Jami’ Al-Tirmidhi, Chapter: What has been related about those who deal

in trade]
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Value of
Diligent Efforts

All the prophets of Allah (peace be upon them) took high regard in
working to earn their living.

The Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
said, “Nobody has ever eaten a better meal than that which one has
earned by working with one's own hands, and the prophet of Allah,

Dawood (peace be upon him), used to eat from the earnings of his
manual labor."

[Sahih Al-Bukhari, Chapter: The earnings of a person and his
manual labor]
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